PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
MEDIA AND CHIEF GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSON HON.
CORNELIUS MWEETWA., MP, ON THE DECISIONS MADE BY
CABINET AT THE 7TH CABINET MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY,
22ND APRIL, 2026

The President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, called for the
7th Cabinet Meeting in the Year 2026, at State House, on Wednesday, 22nd April,
2026, to discuss policy and legislative issues aimed at improving the governance
environment as well as the general living standards of the people.

Cabinet made the following decisions:
1. 2026 National Spatial Data Infrastructure Policy.

Cabinet approved the National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) Policy and its
2026-2030 Implementation Plan, in order to improve the quality of geospatial
data, strengthen digital infrastructure for geospatial information, improve
governance and coordination in the management of the national spatial data
infrastructure, build human capacity for the NSDI and strengthen the policy
framework for geospatial data management.

The policy framework for management and regulation of geospatial data is
currently inadequate, resulting in weak coordination among institutions and,
consequently, limited access to users.

The Policy will, therefore, result in improved governance and coordination in the
management of the national spatial data.

2. Designation of Kamiswalo Border Post in Solwezi District and the T5—
Kamiswalo Road Corridor under a Public Private Partnership Model.

Cabinet approved the excision of approximately 104 hectares of land from
Chimbe Forest Protected Area No. 56, in accordance with the provisions of the
Forest Act No. 4 of 2015, in order to facilitate the establishment and gazetting of
Kamiswalo Border Post; designation and gazetting this piece of land as an official
Border Post between the Republic of Zambia and the Democratic Republic of
Congo; and designation and gazetting of approximately 60 kilometres of the T5
— Kamiswalo road corridor to facilitate its development as a strategic trade and
logistics route under a Public Private Partnership arrangement.



Kamiswalo is strategically located along a growing trade corridor between the
Republic of Zambia and the Democratic Republic of Congo, where cross-border
trade has increased despite the absence of formal infrastructure.

3. Integration of the existing Tazama pipeline into the construction of the
new Tanzania-Zambia Multi-Product Petroleum Pipeline project.

In order to ensure stable supply of petroleum products to the country, Cabinet
approved the integration of the rehabilitation and upgrade of the existing Tazama
pipeline to be part of the new Tanzania — Zambia Multi-Product Petroleum
Pipeline project, as agreed between the two countries of Zambia and Tanzania.

The integration of the two projects will ensure cost saving, efficiency and
extended life of existing pipeline. This will facilitate security of supply, maintain
relatively lower prices of petroleum products, and strengthen regional
cooperation. This action will also increase the throughput of the pipeline from
1.1 million metric tonnes to 4 million metric tonnes of petrol per year.

4. The Temporary Suspension of the Tazama Open Access Framework for
a period of six months from April to September, 2026.

Cabinet also approved the temporary suspension of the Tazama Open Access
framework for a period of six months from April to September, 2026, in order to
ensure security of supply for petroleum products under the current emergency
fuel supply situation.

This policy decision follows Government’s declaration, on 31st March, 2026, of
the fuel supply situation in the country as an emergency, due to rising global oil
prices and supply disruptions in view of the recent escalation of military conflict
involving Iran, the United States of America and Israel. The conflict has led to
delays in global oil shipments and intensified disruptions to petroleum supply
through the Strait of Hormuz, a key global energy transit point, resulting in sharp
increases in international crude oil prices.

The temporary suspension of the Tazama Open Access framework for a period
of six months will, therefore, give Government leverage to respond to global geo-
political shocks ensuring security of supply of petroleum products.

5. Commercialisation and Re-development of Selected Zambian Mission
Properties.

Cabinet raised concern on the dilapidated infrastructure in its Missions abroad.
As such, a programme was approved to re-develop and commercialise selected
Mission properties in Dar es Salaam, Gaborone, Nairobi, Berlin, Tokyo and New
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York City, and the establishment of an Inter-Ministerial Committee to oversee
implementation of the programme.

Most these properties were acquired between the 1970s and early 2000s, and most
which were built as far back as the 1920s, resulting in high maintenance costs,
operational inefficiencies and limited compliance with modern standards, despite
their prime locations. The re-development and commercialisation of selected
Zambia Mission properties will, therefore, optimise asset utilisation and reduce
reliance on Treasury support over time, which has been costly.

6. Hosting of the 47th ordinary Summit of the Southern African
Development Community (SADC) Heads of State and Government and
Assumption of the SADC Chairmanship (2026-2028).

Cabinet approved the hosting of the 47th Ordinary Summit of the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) Heads of State and Government in
Lusaka in August, 2027, in fulfilment of Zambia’s obligations under established
rotational arrangements; and assume the position of Incoming Chair of SADC
from August, 2026 to August, 2027, and subsequently the Chairmanship of
SADC from August, 2027 to August, 2028 in accordance with SADC protocols
governing the rotation of the Chairmanship among Member States.

The SADC Summit of Heads of State and Government is the supreme policy-
making body of the regional organisation, comprising sixteen (16) Member
States. The Summit provides overall policy direction and oversight on regional
integration, peace and security, economic cooperation and social development.

The Summit also serves as a platform for reviewing progress in the
implementation of regional programmes and for adopting decisions aimed at
advancing the integration agenda of the region. Hosting of the 47th Ordinary
Summit of the SADC Heads of State and Government is expected to generate
significant economic, diplomatic and developmental benefits for Zambia.

7. The International Labour Organization Regional Seminar for Labour
Based Practitioners.

Cabinet also approved the hosting of the 21st International Labour Organisation
Regional Seminar for Labour Based Practitioners to be held in Livingstone, from
17th to 21st May, 2027.

Zambia has a comparative advantage to host the 21st International Labour
Organization Regional Seminar for Labour-Based Practitioners in 2027, based on
its strong alignment with labour-based development principles and innovative use
of decentralised funding and Zambia’s proactive approach to employment
creation, local infrastructure development, and community empowerment.
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Further, hosting of the Seminar will substantially elevate Zambia’s standing
within the international community as a leader in employment-intensive
development methodologies, while stimulating economic activities across key
subsectors, such as tourism, hospitality, and transport services.

8. Co-hosting and Institutionalisation of the Inaugural Zambia Peace
Marathon — 2026.

Cabinet approved that the Government of the Republic of Zambia designates the
Zambia Peace Marathon as a National/State Function to be held on 10th May,
2026, and annually thereafter; co-host the Zambia Peace Marathon in partnership
with the Institute of Peace Economy Studies Zambia, under a structured Public
Private Partnership framework; and the official launch of the Institute of Peace
Economy Studies Zambia as a national Centre of Excellence for peace economy
research, policy advocacy and civic engagement.

Zambia has, since attaining independence in 1964, maintained a strong legacy of
peace, political stability and regional solidarity. The country played a central role
in supporting liberation movements in Southern Africa and continues to be
recognised as a credible actor in peace diplomacy within regional and continental
frameworks.

The proposed Marathon will, therefore, serve as a flagship national event
integrating elements of sport, public diplomacy, civic engagement and economic
promotion. It will also provide an avenue for engaging cooperating partners,
diplomatic missions and regional stakeholders in promoting Zambia’s peace
narrative.

9. Legislation Matters:
(a) The Public Service Pensions Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved for publication and introduction in Parliament during the
current sitting, The Public Service Pensions (Repeal) Bill, 2026.

The objectives of the Bill are, among others to, continue the existence of the
Public Service Pensions Fund Board, re-name it as the Public Service Pensions
Fund, and re-define its functions; re-constitute the Board of the re-named Public
Service Pensions Fund and re-define its functions; continue the existence of the
membership, contribution and benefit structure under the Public Service Pensions
Fund and name it as the Public Service Pensions Scheme; establish the
Occupational Pension Scheme; provide for the payment of benefits; and provide
for the actuarial valuation of the Public Service Pension Scheme and
Occupational Pension Scheme.
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The Bill, once enacted, will promote efficiency and equity in the provision of
pension benefits across the public service.

(b) The National Pensions Scheme Bill, 2026.

Another pension Bill approved by Cabinet for publication and introduction in
Parliament during the current sitting is The National Pension Scheme (Repeal)
Bill, 2026.

The objectives of the Bill are, among others, to continue the existence of the
National Pension Scheme Authority and re-define its functions; re-constitute the
Board of the National Pension Scheme Authority and re-define its functions;
continue the existence of the National Pension Scheme and provide for its
administration and management; provide for the establishment of sub-schemes;
establish the National Pension Scheme Fund and provide for its administration
and management; provide for the payment of pension contributions; and provide
for the payment of benefits.

Currently, the National Pension Scheme Act does not provide for sustainable and
adequate pension benefits that mirror the current economic conditions. The
amended law will, therefore, provide for a comprehensive legal framework that
provides for sustainable and adequate pension benefits for the members and
extend the scheme coverage to include, Zambian citizens outside the country and
members who may wish to make supplementary contribution in addition to
mandatory contributions.

(c) The Local Authorities Superannuation Bill, 2026.

Cabinet also approved the Local Authorities Superannuation (Repeal) Bill, 2026,
for publication and introduction in Parliament during the current sitting.

The objectives of the Bill are to, among others, continue the existence of the
Board of the Local Authorities Superannuation Fund, re-name it as the Local
Authorities Superannuation Fund and re-define its functions; re-constitute the
Board of the re-named Local Authorities Superannuation Fund and re-define its
functions; continue the existence of the membership, contributions and benefits
structure under the Local Authorities Superannuation Fund and name it as the
Superannuation Scheme; provide for the establishment of the Occupational
Superannuation Scheme; and provide for the establishment of the Occupational
Superannuation Fund.

The Bill, once enacted, will enhance the current legal framework relating to
pensions for employees in local authorities, increase the income replacement ratio
and pension coverage, which will subsequently enhance the effectiveness of the



6

pension scheme as a social safety net and support the long-term sustainability of
the existing pension scheme.

(d) The Penal Code (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved for publication and introduction in Parliament during the
current sitting, The Penal Code (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

The objective of this Bill is to amend the Penal Code, so as to revise the penalty
relating to the offence of theft of stock. Currently, the existing penalty in the
legal framework relating to the offence of stock theft has failed to serve as a
strong deterrent to potential offenders, thereby failing to protect the economic
assets of individuals and provide sufficient redress for victims of the offence.

(e) The Petroleum Development and Management Bill, 2026.

Cabinet also approved for publication and introduction in Parliament during the
current sitting, The Petroleum Development and Management (Repeal) Bill,
2026.

The objectives of this Bill are to provide for the management of the importation,
exportation, transportation, distribution, retail, wholesale marketing and storage
of a petroleum product; and establish the Uniform Petroleum Pricing Fund.

Currently, the Petroleum Act, Cap. 435, does not adequately address the emerging
challenges in the petroleum industry, which include, among others, weak
regulation, compliance and enforcement, which have constrained the
effectiveness of oversight institutions and service providers. Additionally, these
weaknesses have also led to inefficient price support mechanisms such as uniform
petroleum pricing.

The Bill, once enacted, will strengthen regulatory oversight and ensure
sustainable management of the petroleum industry, and align with the current
national and international needs of the petroleum industry.

(f) The Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship Training
Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved The Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship
Training Bill, 2026, for publication and introduction in Parliament during the
current sitting.

The objectives of this Bill, among others, are to continue the existence of the
Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship Training Authority and
re-define its functions; re-constitute the Board of the Technical Education,
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Vocational and Entrepreneurship Training Authority and re-define its functions;
provide for the establishment and regulation of technical education, vocational
and entrepreneurship training institutions; constitute Councils for public
polytechnics and provide for their functions; and provide for the administration
of examinations.

Currently, the Technical Education, Vocational and Entrepreneurship Training
Act, 1998, is not comprehensive in regulating technical education, vocational and
entrepreneurship training in the Republic. The repealed law will, therefore,
enhance the quality and standards of technical education, vocational and
entrepreneurship training, among others.

(g) The Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet also approved The Local Government (Amendment) Bill, 2026, for
publication and introduction in Parliament during the current sitting.

The objective of this Bill is to amend the Local Government Act, so as to extend
the duties and responsibilities of a councillor to a member of a council.

The Constitution of Zambia (Amendment) Act, 2025, revised the composition of
a Council to include a Member of Parliament from each constituency within the
district as a member of a council. Therefore, it has become necessary to amend
the Local Government Act, so as to align its provisions with the Constitution.

(h) The Legal Aid (Registration) Regulations, 2026.

Cabinet approved the publication of the Legal Aid (Registration) Regulations,
2026, so as to operationalise the regulation of legal aid service providers, legal
assistants, paralegals and judicare providers.

The Legal Aid Act was enacted in 2021, to, among others, register legal aid
service providers, legal assistants, paralegals and judicare providers for the
purpose of ensuring they meet the necessary requirements to provide legal aid
services to citizens and guarantee quality in the provision of legal aid services.

However, since its enactment, the provisions relating to registration in the Legal
Aid Act, 2021, have not been operationalised and as a result, this has created a
challenge in the provision of legal aid services by unregistered legal aid service
providers, legal assistants, paralegals and judicare providers.

(i) The Intestate Succession (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

During the Meeting, Cabinet also approved in principle to the introduction of a
Bill in Parliament to amend the Intestate Succession Act, Cap. 59, so as to revise
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the jurisdictional limit of Subordinate Courts and Local Courts in succession
matters and to revise the penalty for offences committed by administrators or
guardians in the management of an estate.

These jurisdictional thresholds have not been revised since the rebasing of the
Kwacha in 2012, resulting in a substantial constriction of the jurisdiction of both
the Subordinate Court and the Local Court in succession matters. This situation
disproportionately affects citizens in rural and underserved areas, who more
readily access Subordinate and Local Courts, due to their proximity and
affordability.

(J) The Criminal Assets Management Bill, 2025.

Another matter approved in principle by Cabinet, is the introduction of a Bill in
Parliament for the establishment of a Criminal Assets Management Agency, in
order to promote the effective and efficient management and disposal of illicitly
acquired assets that are confiscated, seized and forfeited to the State.

The introduction of the Bill is necessary, so as to comply with the Financial
Action Taskforce Recommendations, which require countries to have an effective
mechanism for managing, preserving and, when necessary, disposing of, frozen,
seized or confiscated property, including, where appropriate, the pre-confiscation
sale of property.

10. Appointment of Boards:
(a) Zambia Tourism Agency.

Cabinet approved appointment of a nine (9) member Board of Directors of the
Zambia Tourism Agency, in accordance with the provisions of the Tourism and
Hospitality Act No. 13 of 2015.

The appointment of members will strengthen institutional oversight and
accountability, risk management, leadership appointments, stakeholder
representation, performance reporting and improve decision making that will
foster development of governance policies and strategic objectives, to guide the
long-term development, sustainability and operational efficiency of the agency,
which will be in line with Government’s developmental objectives in the sub-
sector.

(b) Legal Aid Board.

Cabinet also approved an eleven (11) member Legal Aid Board in accordance
with the Legal Aid Act No. 1 of 2021.
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The Legal Aid Board of Zambia is a Statutory body established to provide legal
aid services to individuals who cannot afford private legal representation. It
operates under the law, which reconstituted the Board, defined its functions, and
established the Legal Aid Fund for managing resources dedicated to legal
assistance. The Board ensures that all Zambians, particularly the poor and
vulnerable, have access to justice in both civil and criminal matters.

The appointment of the members will enhance the efficient and effective
performance of the functions of the Board.
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Hon. Cornelius Mweetwa, MP,
MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND MEDIA AND CHIEF
GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSON

24™ April, 2026



