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PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
MEDIA AND CHIEF GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSON HON.
CORNELIUS MWEETWA, MP ON THE DECISIONS MADE BY CABINET
AT THE 6TH CABINET MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 13™ APRIL, 2026

The President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, called for the
6th Cabinet Meeting in the Year 2026, at State House, on Monday, 13th April, 2026,
to deliberate on policy and legislative matters aimed at enhancing National
development for the good of the people.

Cabinet made the following decisions:
1. Establishment of a New Development Finance Institution.

Cabinet approved the establishment of a new Development Finance Institution
(DFI), in order to have a dedicated development bank that can facilitate and provide
medium and long-term financing required for undertaking of developmental projects
as identified in the National Development Plans.

The creation of a new DFI will fill the gap in development financing in the country
that has been created by the dissolution of the Development Bank of Zambia.
Further, the new DFI is expected to incorporate the private sector, in order to
enhance corporate governance so as to minimise the risk associated with fully
Government owned DFIs.

2. Declaration of Samu Lya Moomba Site as a National Monument.

Cabinet approved the declaration of Samu Lya Moomba as a National Monument,
in order to ensure the effective protection and management of the site.

The Samu Lya Moomba site is a historical site in His Royal Highness Chief
Choongo’s Chiefdom in Monze district of Southern Province. This site is named
after a rare but vicious southern ground hornbill bird known as “Moomba” in the
local Tonga language, which used to roost on a big Fig tree in the nearby thicket.

The site embodies events of great significance to the political history of the Republic
of Zambia. During the federation period between 1953 and 1963, the site was used
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as sanctuary or hide-out for holding political meetings and other civil disobedience
activities by senior members of the African National Congress. On many occasions,
people from all walks of life assembled at this site to oppose the federal rule and to
support nationalist leaders in their quest to attain Zambia’s political independence.

It was also at this same site where all well-meaning people from southern Zambia
and later, other far-flung areas donated their cattle and goats to be sold, in order to
raise funds to facilitate the travel arrangements of eminent freedom fighters such as
Harry Mwaanga Nkumbula and Dr. Kenneth David Kaunda, to England for the
Lancaster Conference to negotiate for Zambia’s political independence.

3. Legislation Matters:
(a) The Electoral Process (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved “The Electoral Process (Amendment) Bill, 2026,” for publication
and introduction in Parliament during the current sitting.

The objective of this Bill is to amend the Electoral Process Act, so as to provide for,
the inspection of the Provisional Register of Voters; the filing of an adoption
certificate to accompany a nomination; the election and distribution of seats under
the proportional representation electoral system; the appointment of a returning
officer and their powers and duties; the filing of a nomination petition; and the power
of the Commission to suspend a political party or candidate for breach of the Code
of Conduct.

The enactment will, therefore, enhance transparency in the electoral process,
strengthen the integrity of the nomination process and provide clarity on the conduct
of elections.

(b) The Parliamentary and Ministerial Code of Conduct (Repeal) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved “The Parliamentary Code of Conduct Bill, 2026,” for publication
and introduction in Parliament during the current sitting.

The objectives of this Bill are to establish a code of conduct for Members of
Parliament; and to repeal and replace the Parliamentary and Ministerial Code of
Conduct Act, 1994.

Currently, the Parliamentary and Ministerial Code of Conduct Act, Cap. 16 of the
Laws of Zambia, does not provide for a comprehensive code of conduct for Members
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of Parliament and procedure for handling complaints for an alleged breach of the
Code of Conduct by a Member of Parliament.
(¢c) The National Assembly (Powers and Privileges) (Repeal) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved “The National Assembly (Powers, Privileges and Immunities)
Bill, 2026,” for publication and introduction in Parliament during the current sitting.

The objectives of the Bill are to provide for the powers, privileges and immunities
of the Members and officers of the National Assembly; provide for the attendance
and privileges and immunities of witnesses before a Parliamentary committee;
provide for disciplinary action against Members for breach of privilege and
contempt of the National Assembly; and to repeal and replace the National Assembly
(Powers and Privileges) Act, 1956.

Currently, the National Assembly (Powers and Privileges) Act does not adequately
provide for such powers and privileges.

(d) The Land (Perpetual Succession) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved “The Land (Perpetual Succession) Bill, 2026,” for publication and
introduction in Parliament during the current sitting.

The objectives of this Bill are to, designate the Registry of Deeds as the office
responsible for administration of the Act; provide for the incorporation of a trust for
the purposes of perpetual succession to land; provide for the appointment and duties
of trustees of a registered trust; and give effect to the financial action task force
recommendations relating to beneficial ownership of a registered trust.

Currently, the Land (Perpetual Succession) Act, Cap. 186, does not provide for a
comprehensive framework that regulates incorporation of trusts for the purposes of
perpetual succession to land.

(e) The Engineering Professional (Fees) Regulations, 2026.

Cabinet also approved the issuance of a Statutory Instrument, “The Engineering
Professional (Fees) Regulations, 2026,” in order to establish a legal framework for
standardised charge-out rates for engineering services in Zambia, so as to promote
professionalism, transparency and fairness in the engineering services market while
safeguarding the quality of engineering works and infrastructure development.
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The Engineering Institution of Zambia Act, No. 17 of 2010, established the
Engineering Institution of Zambia as the Statutory body mandated to regulate and
promote the engineering profession in Zambia.

The absence of a standardised pricing framework, therefore, undermines the
sustainability of engineering firms, weakens professional standards and may
compromise the quality of engineering design, supervision and project management
services that are critical to national infrastructure development.

(f) Amendment of Various Pieces of Legislation on Appointment of Board
Members.

Cabinet approved for publication and introduction in Parliament, a number of pieces
of legislation on the appointment of members to Boards and Committees.

The core objectives are to revise the composition of the Boards and Committees so
as to address the sizes of the Boards and Committees, provide for equitable
representation in terms of gender and the national character, as well as ensure
adequate private sector participation.

Currently, private sector participation in the governance of public institutions is
inadequate. This has led to governance variability and weakened private sector
engagement, which has subsequently hindered the effective operations of public
bodies in the country. Further, this has undermined the effective governance of
public bodies and thereby, hindering progress and compromising long term
sustainability of public bodies.

(g) The Representative Body Revision (Registration and Prescribed Forms)
(Amendment) Regulations 2026.

Cabinet also approved the issuance of the Representative Body Revision
(Registration and Prescribed Forms) (Amendment) Regulations, 2026, in order to
improve labour relations and social dialogue between workers, employers and the
Government.

The existing requirements for registration of a representative body need to be revised
in light of the proliferation of trade unions. The review of the registrations
requirements will, therefore, restrict the creation of fragmented unions within the
same industry, which consequently weakens collective bargaining power as well as
create industrial disharmony between employers and workers.



The proposed revision is consistent with Article 21(2)(d) of the Constitution of
Zambia, Cap 1 of the Laws of Zambia, which provides for the regulation of trade
union registration.

(h) Public Roads (Amendment) Bill, 2026.

Cabinet approved in principle to the introduction of a Bill in Parliament to amend
the Public Roads Act No. 12 of 2002, so as to provide for co-management and/or
participation of concessionaires in the operation of weighbridge stations on
concessioned roads; establishment of a transparent cost-recovery framework for
infrastructure damage arising from overloading; and clear separation of revenues
between the Government and concessionaires.

The current Public Roads Act No. 12 0f 2002, is inadequate in dealing with emerging
realities in the management of road infrastructure under Public-Private Partnership
concessions, particularly in relation to axle load control and the sustainability of road
assets. The Act also does not sufficiently provide for the participation of
concessionaires in weighbridge operations, nor does it establish a clear mechanism
for the recovery of infrastructure damage costs arising from overloading.

The proposed amendments will, therefore, establish a balanced and modern
framework that promotes private sector participation in operations, safeguards
Government’s enforcement mandate, and introduces a transparent and sustainable
cost-recovery mechanism to support the long-term integrity of the road network.

4. Ratification of Conventions and Protocols:

(a) Ratification of the 2010 Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful Acts
relating to International Civil Aviation.

Cabinet approved the ratification of the Convention on the Suppression of Unlawful
Acts relating to International Civil Aviation, in order to enhance aviation safety by
aligning the national legal framework with international civil aviation standards and
best practices in combating modern aviation threats.

The Convention was introduced to address gaps identified in earlier Conventions,
including the 1971 Montreal Convention, which did not anticipate modern threats
like the use of civil aircraft as weapons, acts of sabotage, unlawful seizure,
cyberattacks on air navigation systems and the involvement of organised terrorist
networks. The Convention entered into force on Ist July, 2018.
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(b) Ratification of the Protocol amending the Convention on Offences and
Certain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft (Montreal, 2014).

Cabinet approved Zambia’s accession to the Protocol relating to an amendment to
the Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft
(Montreal, 2014), in order to enhance aviation safety by aligning the national legal
framework with international civil aviation standards and best practices, and to
enable Zambia to exercise jurisdiction over unruly passengers on aircraft of foreign
registration.

The mandatory expansion of jurisdiction will, therefore, enhance the country’s
capacity to prevent and address the escalation of unruly conduct on board aircraft.
The Protocol further promotes cooperation among Contracting States in curbing
such behaviour and in maintaining good order and discipline on board civil aircraft.

(¢) Ratification of the Protocol Supplementary to the 1970 Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft (Beijing Protocol, 2010).

Cabinet also approved the ratification of the Protocol Supplementary to the
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft of 2010, in order to
enhance civil aviation safety by aligning the national legal framework with
international civil aviation standards and best practices, in addressing the evolving
aviation risks and threats, such as organised hijacking networks, technological
facilitation, and preparatory acts associated with unlawful interference.

The Protocol also strengthens cooperation among other member states in the
prevention, prosecution and extradition of offenders.

5. Hosting of the 2026 Global Child Nutrition Forum.

In winding debate for the day, Cabinet approved the hosting of the 2026 Global
Child Nutrition Forum, in partnership with the Global Child Nutrition Foundation,
to be held at Mulungushi International Conference Centre in Lusaka from 2nd to 4th
November, 2026.

The Forum aims to foster learning, collaboration and technical support for countries
developing and implementing sustainable school feeding programmes. The Global
Child Nutrition Foundation is a non-governmental organisation dedicated to
advancing sustainable school meal programmes worldwide, ensuring that all
children have access to nutritious meals that support their education and well-being.
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The Foundation provides Governments and their partners with knowledge, tools and
connections necessary to build high-quality school meal programmes. These
programmes are designed to support national educational, agricultural, economic,
social protection, health and nutrition goals.

Hon. Cornelius Mweetwa, MP
MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND MEDIA AND CHIEF
GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSON

16™ April, 2026



