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(This Document is the Property of the Government of the Republic of Zambia)
PRESS STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND
MEDIA_ON THE DECISIONS MADE BY CABINET AT THE 4TH
CABINET (SPECIAL) MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY, 31ST MARCH,
2026.

The President of the Republic of Zambia, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, called for the
4th Cabinet (Special) Meeting on Tuesday, 31st March, 2026, at State House. to
deliberate on matters aimed at enhancing national socio-economic development for
the good of the people of Zambia.

ZERO-RATING OF VALUE ADDED TAX (VAT), SUSPENSION OF
EXCISE DUTY ON PETROL AND DIESEL, AND DECLARATION OF THE
CURRENT FUEL SUPPLY SITUATION AS AN EMMERGENCY

Cabinet approved the:

(a) zero rating of Value Added Tax (VAT) and suspension of Excise Duty on
petrol and diesel imports for a period of three months effective 1st April
2026; and

(b) declaration of the current fuel supply situation as an emergency.

These measures are short-term interventions to mitigate the impact of escalating
international crude oil prices on Zambia’s economy.
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Cabinet noted with serious concern the continued contlict in the Middle Fast which
has led to disruption in global oil supply chains, resulting in increased international
fuel prices and exerting upward pressure on domestic pump prices.

Given that Zambia has not been spared from the impact of the fuel supply disruption,
it is important for Government to inform its citizens on the happenings reparding the
fuel situation and the measures Government is taking (o cushion houscholds,

businesses and key productive sectors from the adverse effects of rising fuel costs,

In this regard, Cabinet has approved to zero-rate Value Added Tax (VA'T) and
suspend excise duty on petrol and diesel for a period of 3 months. The measures take

effect from midnight tonight.
Had Government not taken these measures, the petroleum pump prices for the month
of April. 2026 would have been significantly higher, with corresponding, adverse

effects on the cost of living.

The public is encouraged to remain calm as Government continues to monitor the

situation closely. Government stands ready to take further action where necessary

to protect the economy and the welfare of citizens.

Hon. Cornelius JMweetwa* MP
MINISTER OF INFORMATION

GOVERNMENT SPOKESPERSON

31% March, 2026
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